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This spring, Codex, the international 
food safety standard setting body, 
established a maximum residue level (MRL) 
for chlorothalonil (Bravo) on cranberries at 
15 ppm, which is less restrictive than the 
U.S. MRL of 5 ppm. 

In April 2011, at the Codex pesticide 
meeting in Beijing, a proposal was put 
forward to eliminate the 5 ppm Bravo 
cranberry MRL. A CMC representative 
provided specific information on the 
compound’s use and purpose in the 
domestic industry. The U.S. delegation 
asked to speak at the meeting and requested 
the current 5 ppm MRL be maintained 
for 4 years to gather the needed data. 
This request was granted. The CMC then 
obtained a $186,000 Technical Assistance 
for Specialty Crop (TASC) grant from 
USDA to conduct the needed studies.

 Once completed, the studies were 
submitted to Codex reviewers, who 
unexpectedly sought more information. A 
second TASC grant was obtained in 2016 
for an additional $110,000 to address these 
new concerns. The U.S. Codex delegation 
sought to maintain the temporary 5 ppm 
MRL for another 4 years as the information 

was gathered. Although unprecedented, 
Codex granted this request. The new studies 
were completed and deemed acceptable, 
although the UK raised questions in 2021, 
which further delayed the final approval. 
The Codex MRL is set at 15 ppm as 
opposed to 5 ppm because Codex conducts 
independent reviews of information and the 
data supports the higher MRL.

 The consequence of this change is 
that countries that use Codex MRLs, such 
as New Zealand, South Africa, Israel, and 
much of Latin America and Southeast Asia 
will now apply a 15 ppm MRL. Other 
countries, such as China and India, who 
consider Codex MRLs when setting their 
own MRLs, may also adjust their standards. 
For markets such as Europe, Australia, 
Canada, Japan, Korea, and Taiwan, who 
maintain national MRL lists, the MRL 
will not change but could be considered in 
future reviews.

 The U.S. cranberry industry has worked 
on this issue for 12 years, providing crucial 
technical data and updating stakeholders 
along the way. CMC is pleased to share 
the success of this new international Codex 
MRL being established.
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CODEX ESTABLISHES 15 PPM CHLOROTHALONIL (BRAVO) MRL

In February, CMC traveled to Dubai, United 
Arab Emirates, to attend Gulfood - the world’s 
largest annual F&B sourcing event, uniting 
food and beverage communities from more than 
120 countries. 
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The European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) has published its scientific 
assessment of the MRL review for mancozeb. While a MRL for cranberries may 
be derived from Codex, EFSA raised health concerns with a metabolite which may 
result in the European Commission restricting the EU MRL. A formal proposal is 
likely to be made available for consideration in September or November 2023.

 Mancozeb was reviewed together with other dithiocarbamate substances, such 
as metiram, ziram, and maneb as they share the same residue definition. For this 
reason, the publication of this assessment has been delayed multiple times.

In the current assessment, EFSA lists a possible MRL for cranberries at 5 ppm 
or 2 ppm, based on different residue definitions. However, a footnote highlights 
that this tentative MRL is based on a Codex MRL, which is not fully supported 
by data and that the Codex MRLs were not recently reviewed. In addition, EFSA 
also highlights that the metabolite “ETU” is classified as toxic for reproduction 
category 1B and meets the endocrine disruptor criteria for humans. Therefore, 
EFSA suggests further consideration by the EU Commission.

In short, while the scientific assessment was able to derive a MRL based on 
Codex, it suggests that the European Commission takes into consideration the 
potential health concerns identified with a metabolite when drafting a new MRL 
regulation. The EU Commission will present a draft regulation for discussion in 
the SCoPAFF committee. The next meeting is scheduled for September 18-19.

 At this time, it is unknown whether the EU Commission will propose a MRL 
for cranberries based on the levels derived from the Codex MRL or whether they 
will continue to restrict MRLs for substances that have identified health concerns. 
More information will be communicated when a draft proposal is made available.

EU PUBLISHES ASSESSMENT OF MANCOZEB MRL REVIEW

On January 1, 2022, China implemented ‘Decree 248’ – requiring final 
production facilities and cold storage sites supplying the Chinese market to be 
registered and for product to be labeled with the assigned registration number 
on the inner and outer packaging. In February 2022 China expanded the scope 
of the regulation to include a wide range of new products, including dried 
cranberries, cranberry concentrate, frozen cranberries, and cranberry juice 
drinks.

Of particular importance, China has set a deadline of June 30, 2023, for 
companies to submit the required facility registration information to ensure 
full compliance with Decree 248.

This deadline is important as many companies that registered via China’s 
online system over the past year and a half may not have submitted all the 
necessary facility information. Additional information required by Chinese 
authorities may include floor plans and other detailed, technical information 
that might take time to source. This information must be submitted to complete 
the registration process.

Notably, despite attempts to seek clarification from China, it is unclear if 
this additional information needs to be submitted by June 30 or if Chinese 
authorities must review and approval the registration by this date. Where 
relevant, it is strongly advised that industry members review the registration 
status in the online system and ensure all required information is submitted to 
Chinese authorities well in advance of the June 30 deadline.

CHINA DECREE 248 REGULATION JUNE 30 DEADLINE
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FIVE-YEAR COMPARISON REPORT: SECOND QUARTER NUMBERS INCLUDING CY2022

CY2022 second quarter summary reports, as well as several comparison reports, can be found by clicking “Data and Reports” under 
the “Industry” menu on www.uscranberries.com. The chart below represents data from September 1 to April 30 of each year. A few 
general observations comparing the 2021 vs. 2022 data are as follows:

• Foreign acquired fruit increased 15.39%
• Domestic sales decreased -1.46%
• Foreign sales decreased -5.8% 

• Shrinkage decreased  -123.77% 
• Total ending inventory increased 9.88%
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The Cranberry Marketing Committee Continuance Referendum 
will be conducted from June 9 through June 30, 2023. Ballots and 
voting instructions will be sent from USDA’s Southeast Region 
Branch to all producers of record. Ballots returned via express mail 
or electronic mail must show proof of delivery by no later than 
11:59 p.m. Eastern Time on June 30, 2023, to be counted.

USDA has determined that continuance referenda are an effective 
means for determining whether producers favor the continuation 
of marketing order programs. USDA would consider termination 
of the Order if a majority of producers voting in the referendum 
representing more than 50 percent of the volume of cranberries 
represented in the referendum favor termination of the program. 

The previous referendum in 2019 passed with 79 percent of all 
the producers voting – representing 82 percent of the volume of 
production by those voting – favoring continuance.

For further information contact: USDA’s Southeast Region 
Branch, 1124 First Street South, Winter Haven, FL 33880; 
Telephone: (863) 324-3375, Fax: (863) 2918614.

CMC CONTINUANCE REFERENDUM TAKING PLACE JUNE 2023
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